The purpose of this quantitative study was to create a predictive model to account for the variance in student performance based upon school district categorical expenditures. The study analyzed seven independent variables, which accounted for 16.1% of the variance in student performance of Missouri schools. The study indicated total instructional resources and schools' free and reduced levels to be the significant variables in predicting student performance from the seven variables. Furthermore, the researcher determined at least a 95% chance that a true relationship exists between total instructional resources and student performance along with schools' free and reduced levels and student performance.
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Through the lens of accountability, this study will help school leaders consider policy changes based upon the impact of school spending on student learning.
Additionally, accounting for the variance in student performance will help improve school leader training programs for future leaders and future research recommendations will be considered.
